
AP English Language Summer Reading Assignment  
 

YWLA  

  
________________________________________________________  

  

The Scarlet Letter 

                             -Nathaniel Hawthorne  
  

  
  

1. You will need to purchase or check out Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, 

read it, then write the four essays below. Along with this assignment, you will be 

tested on the novel upon your return to school! 

  

2. You will be assessed on how well you can state and support an important interpretive 

point (thesis). In doing this, you will be locating and ANALYZING important passages 

from the text. You must completely answer ALL of the questions for all 5 passages:  

  

3. With each passage, you must:  

1. Use direct quotes from the book.  

2. Avoid mere plot summary in your responses 

3. Provide citations on ALL quotes and paraphrases   

4. Citations will include the author’s last name and the page number:  (Hawthorne, 56).      

  

(see back) 



The Assignment 
You will find 5 different passages that stand out to you in the novel.  You will be required to 

quote those passages from all parts of the novel and discuss the following for each: 

1. What is the primary significance of the passage? 

2. Identify the literary techniques used by Hawthorne.  Relate them to the content. 

3. What are the effects of the dominant images used in this passage? 

4. What do you think the important theme expressed is in this passage? 

5. How does this passage contribute to the novel as a whole? 

 
EXAMPLE: 

 "A lovely and immortal flower, out of the rank luxuriance of a guilty passion... She named the infant 

'Pearl', as being of great price -- purchased with all she had -- her mother's only treasure"  

(Hawthorne, 103). 

 

a) What is the primary significance of the passage? 

 

I believe the significance of this quote, besides an introduction to Pearl - a very important character to The 

Scarlet Letter, it explains how Hester had given up the very little she had, a good name in the town, for this 

precious little girl born of a "guilty passion". 

 

b) Identify the literary techniques used by Hawthorne. Relate them to the content. 

 

Pearl, in this quote, is being metaphorically compared to "a lovely and immortal flower", as her name as well 

as her beauty will be well known throughout the town and never to die down due to the circumstances in 

which she came into the world. This is also somewhat Ironic, as she is being describe as beautiful and 

precocious, but like The Scarlet Letter, is mean to be a punishment for her sins, instead, she is Hester's 

"only treasure." 

 

 

c) What are the effects of the dominant images used in this passage? 

 

The imagery used in this passage really brings to life the beauty of Hester's child, comparing it to a flower, 

and that she is a treasure - contrasting with the situation of why she is here and Pearl's personality. 

 

d) What do you think the important theme is expressed? 

 

Although it may not be right, I think the main theme in this passage is expressed as the idea that even 

beautiful things come from things that are not seen as such. 

 

e)  How does this passage contribute to the novel as a whole? 

 

Pearl is highly symbolic as she represents the untamed heart of human beings.  However, she also 

represents the oppressive nature of sin in the Puritan community, those laws that seek to extinguish any 

undesirable feelings that that it cannot control.  Hawthorne criticizes this hypocrisy throughout the novel. 

 

*ALL ESSAYS ARE DUE THE 2nd FULL DAY OF CLASSES!* 

 

You will also be tested on the novel on the 2nd full day of class! 


